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had framed this beautiful address for the sentiments that had been express-
ed. He wished he could believe with them that he deserved even one tenth
of what they, in their generosity, had been good enough to say about th<
Htde service that he might have rendered to his countrymen in South Africa
The speeches which had been made by Mr. Gool and Dr. Abdurrahman hat
also been tuned similarly, but if he had done anything for his countrymen k
South Africa, that in itself was sufficient reward for him.
You have presented me \vith costly gifts. If you have at al
followed my life, you would know how inconsistent these gifts an
with the life I have endeavoured to lead, in however small a manner
during the past few years, the life which I have sketched out foi
myself in India. However I take these rich gifts as an indicator
of your love, of your sympathy, and your support. May God gran1
that I should so behave in India as to retain this love of yours. Ma)
God grant that this love, although distance may separate us, wil
extend as the ages go by.
Continuing, Mr. Gandhi said that they had done well in referring ti
the loss Lord Hardinge had sustained,1 "that noble Viceroy and faithful frien<
of ours", and he would endeavour to convey their sincere sorrow, in which h
heartily joined, to His Lordship.
It was very hard for him, he said, to part from them, but though he wa
apart from them in body, he was sure that in spirit they would be knitted to
gethen It was 21 years ago that he landed on the shores of Natal, when h
came as a stranger in their midst. He did not know any of his countrymen
they did not know him. He knew not a single European.2 He had only
vague knowledge of the geography of the country. He found that he was lea^
ing a country with great resources, with beautiful scenery, and with a ben<
ficent climate, and certainly, in spite of the hard knocks he had received, wit
a people who had the great spiritual view, and one need not fear or despa:
of a land which had produced an Olive Schreiner—- (cheers.)—W. P. Schrebe
and a John X. Merriman. (Cheers.) These noble men and women would In
when they had gone, and a land which had produced these noble men an
women was a land that had a great future.
Continuing, he said he would carry away with him happy recollectioi
of many European friendships that would last when he had gone from Soul
Africa.
Turning and placing his hand on the shoulder of Mr* Kallenbach, he sai<
1	The reference is to the death of Lady Hardinge.
2	Indian Opmim, 29-7-1914, reporting the speech says: "Since ttosa 1
had made many friends, some of them his staunchest and most faithful bcij
amongst Europeans. He had learned to love the <x>untry? its beautiful scene
and splendid climate., f **

